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“Have you not heard? Have you not seen?” Do you recognize these words?  They come from the prophet Isaiah.  At one time most people would recognize these words, but today, how many of our youth would know where those words are from? 

Catholics have fallen into the void produced by a Scripture-illiterate secular culture; the effects of this culture are rampant.  Alberione’s driving passion was to fill this void with Sacred Scripture.  He was compelled by his conviction that the Word of God contains all the answers for the people of today; the world must hear and see this message proclaimed. 

An icon I like to use in my presentations shows an image of Jesus seated on a throne with the book of Scriptures in his hand, and on the left and right of him stand the Apostles Peter and Paul.  I describe this as: “The word of God being given by the Word.”  This icon reminds us of the DEPOSIT OF FAITH: Scripture, Tradition, and the magisterium.  One of Alberione’s sayings: with Christ and with the Church.  This icon comprises all three.

The goal of all our gatherings, all our prayer, all our mission, all we do is:  to encounter Christ.  For the Pauline that means Christification.  All Scripture will bring us to this union; this is the reason for our biblical apostolate. “The Pauline Family is duty bound to bring the Bible, the word of God, wherever it goes.” 

So the goal is Christification:  through a Scripturally literate Catholic culture.

The book entitled, “Read the Sacred Scriptures” is a book of Biblical catechesis.  The title comes from Jn. 5:39, Read the Sacred Scriptures, they speak to you of Jesus Christ.  It comprises 30 days of readings on the Holy Bible, based on ten hours of Adoration given by Blessed James Alberione in 1933.

What was Fr. Alberione’s purpose?  He wanted to make the Bible “familiar”, and have this familiarity bear fruit in “Christification.”  His aim was to put the Word of God in the hands of the people of God, to be easily read, to be preferred reading, everyday.  The Word of God speaks to our everyday life.  Life can and should be read in the light of Scripture.  We are challenged to find our story in Scripture, to see and hear God speaking to us today.  So here are some key words describing this passion of Alberione: 

Captivated:  Blessed James Alberione was captivated by the power and promise of Scripture.  For him the Sacred Scriptures and the Liturgy were the life-blood pulsing through the Church.  It is the Church who is the guardian of this story of salvation that is narrated by God in the Bible.  The story must be told by the Church of today for the people of today. 

Diffuse:  Father Alberione desired to share this knowledge and love of Jesus the Divine Master through the “Apostolate of the Good Press.”  The apostolic vision that captured his mind and heart in the year 1900 was a desire to diffuse the Word of God through all the means of social media; those that existed and those yet to be invented.  His mission was to use the specific tools of preaching and publishing for communicating the Gospel.  He wanted the whole world to know that Jesus is the way, truth and life (Jn 14:6) and to hear, see and respond to the saving message of Christ: to know, understand and live in Christ and through Christ.  At the heart of this vision was the invitation of the Master, “Come to me, all of you” (Mt 10:28). When this invitation is responded to in faith, the Gospel is heard, reflected on, and applied to life.  His passion led to diffusion of the Bible.  Ours is a biblical apostolate, so they may see and hear and come to Christ.  Diffusion seeks a response.  What? Faith that stems from Baptism.

Personal Invitation:  Alberione displays the necessity of personal and communal Bible reading (hearing) and study (reflection) as a way of life (holiness) for all.  He believed that biblical revelation is a personal invitation from God to all humanity. 

Goal:  Familiarity with Sacred Scripture restores the Word of God to its proper place of honor in Catholic culture.  This creates a worldview that equips the Christian to lead others to hear and answer the invitation of Christ Jesus, “Come to me, all of you” (Mt 10:28)  

There is a film called, “The Fourth Wiseman.”  The very beginning of this movie shows a man selling all his royal belongings to set out on a quest to follow a star that appeared in the sky.  He believed that this star would lead him to the answers for all of life.  This first scene in the movie also shows how much Scripture parlance is a part of our common cultural language.  Or is it?  Is our worldview based on our familiarity with the Bible, creating Catholic culture: knowing our story in God’s story?

How can we attain this worldview?  Read the Sacred Scriptures!  Go back to the writing of Blessed James, “Read the Sacred Scriptures.”  He presents ten Hours of Adoration divided into 30 meditations or instructions, 10 for each: Truth; Way; Life…

Here are highlights from each of the 3 sections.

TRUTH:  The Holy Bible and Faith, Days 1-10

Day 1: What the Bible is

“Considered in general, the Bible is divine because it speaks to us about things divine: in it we learn how to know who God is, what His attributes are, how He is our beginning and our end.  We know the why of our existence on earth, the absolute need to save ourselves, etc.


These are all problems of the greatest importance that always trouble all humanity.  In fact, who does not want to know where he came from and where he is going?  All long to know the motive of their existence here on earth.


The Holy Bible has precisely this purpose: it sets before the readers’ eyes as in a wonderful movie, all humanity with its grandeurs and defects, its failures and ignorance, in order to teach it how to govern its life, conquer its passions, and acquire virtues in order to one day be crowned a winner in heaven.”    Pg.  42

“It is a divine book because it is addressed to all men.  The Bible in fact is not for a class of persons only, as all human books generally are, but it is for everyone, since all men, having their souls to save, need to know the way to Heaven.  The Divine Master himself commanded the Apostles to go to the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to all creatures (Mk 16:15)…


If the Bible is therefore a divine book, let us have it as it is; let us not put it on a shelf as any other book, but let us put it in the most honored place in the house, beside the crucifix, in such a way that everyone can see, read, and kiss it.


This is why St Augustine questions the Christians, saying: “What seems to be greater for you, God’s Word or Christ’s Body?  If you want to reply, you should say that the Word of God is not less than the Body of Christ.  And so it is that just as we have so much care in administering the Body of Jesus Christ, so that not a single fragment falls from our hands to the ground, so we must take care that the Word of God does not depart from our hearts.  Because it is not less a sin to neglect listening to the Word of God than to neglectfully drop the Body of Christ into the earth.”


And now, with the very words of the Scriptures, let us pray and thank God for having written us so precious a letter, while formulating a sincere desire to greatly respect the Bible… to turn to it every time we feel lost in the path of good.”    Pg.  46-47

Day 8: The Bible and Mystical Theology

“I ought to tell you…to read the books of St Francis de Sales, of St Alphonsus, of 

St Bernard, and of St John of the Cross…but what are these books with respect to the Bible?  They are nothing but rivulets that flow from the Bible.


Take and read the Bible: there you shall find the living water that shall quench your burning thirst; you will find there the way to love your Heavenly Spouse above all things; you shall find there even the conversations to carry on with Him.  In a word, your soul shall find there the way to appease itself completely.”    Pg. 111

Day 9: The Bible for the Apostle of the Press is the Truth

“Everyone must read the Sacred Scriptures, but the Apostle of the Press more than everyone else, before everyone else, and more constantly than everyone else so as not to be, as St Augustine says, a blind one guiding another blind one.


He who reads the divine book, assumes the divine language, speaks the divine language and acquires divine effectiveness.”    Pg. 120

“He who reads the Gospel daily becomes truly capable of speaking the word of God.


However, by reading it with piety:  that is, with the spirit with which it was written:  with the heart of children who want to listen and wholeheartedly follow their Heavenly Father.  We must take it as spiritual reading, as a means for recollection and elevation during the visit to the most Blessed Sacrament, as the principal book of meditation, and as a divine sanctuary to be consulted in all needs, whether spiritual, apostolic, or social.”    Pg. 121

WAY:  The Holy Bible and Morals, Days 11-20

Day 12: From the Holy Scripture Flows the Virtue of Hope

“Read the Holy Scripture and it will console you; there you will find everything that you desire.  Your heart will be filled with all the goods it longs for.  You will learn how to pray and how to acquire heaven.”    

“From this follows a great conclusion, that the favorite spiritual reading must be the Bible.  How many souls, thirsting for holiness, look for worthless books here and there in order to nourish their souls, and they are never satisfied.  Let these souls take the Bible and there they shall find abundant and substantial food.  It is, according to what the “Imitation of Christ” says, a heavenly banquet prepared by God for your souls.”   Pg. 150

Day 20: Disposition for Reading the Bible

“First of all, the Sacred Scriptures must be read with an ardent spirit; thirsting and desiring to the greatest intensity, so as to penetrate its meaning and scrutinize its significance.


Furthermore, to read it with great love, the love of affectionate children.  The Bible is God’s letter, our heavenly Father’s letter.  He has given it to us with the infinite love of a Father, we must read it with all the love of children.


Since all men are children of God, they are loved by Him infinitely.  Yearning to stay with them and talk with them about marvelous things, what does he do?  He wrote them a long letter and entrusted it to the Church so that, like a faithful postman, she gave it to men, that every man may be enlightened in his path and reach Him one day in heaven.


Many souls complain because they do not know what mortification to do and which acts of love to perform for God.  Let them take the Sacred Scriptures and read them.  This is one of the most beautiful acts of homage to God’s heart.


The most sincere act of love that we can make for Jesus Master, is to attend his school and listen to his divine teachings.

You don’t know what homage to give?  Read the Holy Bible.  A long segment is not necessary:  most often a few verses are enough to nourish the soul and make her fervent in love.”    Pg. 213-214

LIFE:  The Holy Bible and Cult (Worship), Days 21-30

Day 21:  Holy Scripture Cancels Sins

“In this third part we shall see in what way Holy Scripture is the fountain of life for our soul, that is, how the reading of it frees the soul from sins, fortifies it, and protects it from temptations; also, how it cancels purgatory, increases love for God and is useful for all the practices of piety: meditation, visit to the Most Blessed Sacrament, examination of conscience, etc.”    pg. 227

“The reading of the Bible is a Sacramental.  We know that whoever receives a Sacramental, for example, he makes the sign of the cross with holy water, obtains the forgiveness of venial sins; thus it happens to anyone who reads Holy Scripture; he truly obtains forgiveness of venial sins committed.


A page of the Gospel, read with right intention and with sorrow for one’s sins is enough to free and purify the soul from so many imperfections.”    Pg. 227

“…it stimulates in us the love of God.  The soul of one who reads the Bible, willingly accepts the word of God, enjoys it and imagines receiving it from the very hands of his good Heavenly Father who, for a good 73 times, deigned to seize the pen and write to him.  And he reads those sacred books as a loving son reads his faraway father’s letter; he prostrates before God and with humility and confidence, repeats with young Samuel: Speak Lord for your servant is listening.


It is an act of love:  the Church in fact prescribes that every Priest after having read in the Mass the sacred text of the Gospel, kiss it; and Blessed Cottolengo did it with so much affection that bystanders noticed it and after the Mass conversed about the edification they received from that act.


The holy priest, after reading the Gospel passage, was so inflamed with love that his face assumed the color of red-hot ember, and kissing the Missal, seemed to suck from it the sublime truths it contained.”    Pg. 228

“The reading of the Gospel not only takes away sin from the soul, but transforms it also and communicates to it such strength as to enable it to reach, with the aid of divine grace, the highest peaks of sanctity.”    Pg. 229

Day 27:  The Bible Fountain of Piety

“Since piety is the divine life in us, the more we approach the fount, the purer and fresher shall be the water that we shall draw: and so the more that spiritual books draw from the Gospel, the more they are effective and useful for our souls.


You hear or read so many things concerning ascetics and the spiritual life, but if you take the Bible in hand and open it, you will find there all those truths in all their genuine beauty.


We could equally liken all the spiritual books to many rays of light that take origin, life and warmth from Holy Scripture.


If a soul is lukewarm, does not feel in itself spiritual warmth, in a word, does not have the spirit of piety, let it take hold of the Bible and read. It will immediately feel its heart burning with holy desires, its mind illumined with a divine light to enable the will to conceive energetic resolutions.”    Pg. 286

“There, in the Holy Gospel, the very loving Heart of Jesus beats: let us go and rest in his heart.  He will warm us and make us know what he wants from us…


Indeed, there are so many books but the main one is the Bible.  It is God himself who tells us to read it and to assimilate its teaching.  One day, the Lord spoke to Ezekiel and told him:  “Son of man, eat what is before you then go, speak to the house of Israel.” (Ez 3:1ff).  The prophet took the book and ate it and his mouth, as Ezekiel himself said, “became as sweet as honey.””    Pg 287

Day 30, By Whom and Where Must the Bible Be Read


“In families the Gospel must be posted in the most honored place of the house, in a place where everyone can see, read and kiss it.  It must always be open in such a way that every member of the family has the ease and the opportunity to stay several times during the day with the divine Teacher, to lend his ears and listen to his voice.”    Pg. 311

“Amidst those families that practice what we have said above, Jesus Christ truly stays….They shall not walk in darkness because they have in their midst the light, Jesus, who has proclaimed himself as “the light of the world.”


Blessed are the families who read the Bible, they belong to Jesus!”    Pg. 312

“Let us now ask for the grace so that the reading of the Bible may become universal and on our part let us resolve to do everything we can so that the Bible may enter all families, and be read, meditated upon, and lived.  And blessed are we if at the moment of our death we will be able to say that we have evangelized, that we have proclaimed peace.  We will be able to rightly hope for the reward of the Evangelists.”   Pg. 314

--------------------------

Are Catholics supposed to read the Bible?  Says who? 

CCC133: The Church “forcefully and specifically exhorts all the Christian faithful…to learn ‘the surpassing knowledge of Jesus Christ,’ by frequent reading of the divine Scriptures.  ‘Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ.’”

Why?  It’s our mission to evangelize.  “We cannot keep to ourselves the words of eternal life given us in our encounter with Jesus Christ:  they are meant for everyone, for every man and woman.  Everyone today, whether he or she knows it or not, needs this message.”   (Verbum Domini 91)

“Let us put it (the Bible) in the most honored place in the house…see, read and kiss it.” Read the Sacred Scripture 20.

“…every household is to have its Bible, to be kept in a worthy place and used for reading and prayer.”  Verbum Domini 85

“The best incentive for sharing the Gospel comes from contemplating it with love, lingering over its pages and reading it with the heart.”  Joy of the Gospel 264

The world of our day needs to hear the message of Christ.  The thrust of Alberione and the convergence of his vision with the message of renewal in the Church are clear.  We need the word of God to be given its proper place in Catholic culture today.  Pope Benedict XVI encourages us all “to become increasingly familiar with the sacred Scriptures. We must never forget that all authentic and living Christian spirituality is based on the word of God proclaimed, accepted, celebrated and meditated upon in the Church.” VD 121

If you make my word your home you will indeed be my disciples. (John 8:31, New Jerusalem Bible)
***
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