A Pauline Centenary Pastoral Tool

PAULINE SPIRITUALITY AND MISSION, n. 11***
 THE PDDM IN THE PAULINE FAMILY: IMAGES OF DISCIPLESHIP AND MINISTRY
The following images of discipleship and ministry are the fruit of the study and prayerful reflections of the participants in the seminar, “Spirituality and Mission of the Pious Disciples of the Divine Master” held in 1985-1986. The insights are valid and significant even after so many years.
I. HEART
Words of Blessed Alberione - Ipsum Audite 1: “Be very silent. The Pious Disciples are called to live in greater silence and hiddenness in order to work more fruitfully in the Church of which they are a vital part: the heart. Be like the Madonna who is precisely the heart of the Church.”
In the Jewish anthropology, the vital organ of man is the heart. To destroy the heart is tantamount to killing the whole human being since the heart is the center of life. It is also the seat of emotion, affection and fine sentiments. Moreover, the heart is the seat of understanding and moral conscience. In the Major Prophets like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, the heart, which is the vital center of man, is intimately linked with the gift of the spirit. The spirit of the Lord must animate the heart otherwise there would be no real existence. The connection of heart and spirit is so intimate that “to have a new spirit” is to have a “new heart” or renewed existence. Finally, in the passion, death and glorification of Jesus Christ on the cross, the prophecy of Zechariah about the fountainhead of sanctification flowing from the one pierced reached its fulfillment. From the pierced side or heart of Christ, there came out blood and water, source of man’s regeneration, sanctification and nourishment.
The Pious Disciples, in being the heart, are the vital center of the Pauline Family. It is the source of life-grace for everyone. Without the animating role of the PDDM, the vital fluid of grace will not circulate, and the Pauline organism will wither and dry up. The Pious Disciple must always be renewed in heart and spirit in order to fulfill her vital life-giving function in the Pauline Family and in the whole Church.
II. LAMP
Words of Blessed Alberione - Ipsum Audite 1: “This is your task before the Tabernacle: be living lamps before the Eucharistic Jesus.”
In the Old Testament, the lamp is a symbol of God’s presence. The Word of the Lord is a special presence which enables us to tread the way of the Lord. The lamp is beautiful to behold and a necessary, cherished presence. The absence of the lamp means death, darkness and desolation. The lamp is a symbol of readiness, vigilance and welcome. In the New Testament, John the Baptist was called a lamp because he enlightened the people with his prophetic word and witness. The disciples of Christ are compared to those who carry burning lamps, or better, are lamps themselves set on the stand. They are ready to accept Christ in their lives and even more ready to irradiate Christ to others and to the whole world.
The mission of the PDDM is to irradiate Christ – to make the light of Christ shine in the world and to make his kingdom come. As Eucharistic lamps, the Pious Disciples are living signs of the presence of the Risen Lord in our lives, as well as the homage that the Church renders to him.

III. MOTHER
Words of Blessed Alberione - Ipsum Audite 7: “The Pious Disciple is she who has entered into the spirit of Mary and lives that spirit. Mary is the mother of Jesus. The Pious Disciple should feel the spiritual maternity towards the Priest.”
Motherhood is generative, bringing forth a new creature to life. It is a participation in the creative act of God, who is the ultimate cause of creation. Motherhood is a blessing and a cause of rejoicing. A barren woman is cursed. The vocation of a woman is to become a mother. To be a mother entails sacrifice and self-giving. Human motherhood is an image of God’s total and comforting maternal concern for his people. A human parent or mother may fail in her love, but God will never fail nor forsake us in his love. Heavenly Jerusalem is our mother for she continuously generates spiritual children.
Mary’s motherhood has a special significance in salvation history for she cooperated in bringing forth the incarnation of the Word-Messiah. The motherhood of Mary is unique for it is intimately conjoined to salvation history. Her motherhood was not limited to physical generation of the Messiah but to the whole messianic ministry of her Son as well. She showed concern for the disciples and all those in need. Mary met the requirement not only of physical motherhood, but also of spiritual motherhood: “Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother, and sister, and mother” (Mt 12:50). At the foot of the cross, Mary became the mother of the Church – of the community of disciples, regenerated in the water and blood flowing from the pierced side of Christ. Mary’s ecclesial motherhood continues in her prayerful presence in the apostolic community, the Church created in the aftermath of Pentecost.

The Pious Disciple, like Mary, is a mother, not in a biological sense, but in a spiritual sense. She generates life and grace through her unselfish sacrificial love. She generates spiritual souls through her specific service and ministry of prayer to the priests.
IV. BRIDE
Words of Blessed Alberione - Ipsum Audite 1: “The BRIDE: This is the religious soul who has concentrated all her affections in Jesus alone, making his aspirations and his desires her own, desiring to form a unity of life with him. Behold, the faithful Bride who lives close to her Spouse Jesus. ‘My beloved is mine and I am his.’”
In the Old Testament, the relationship between the bride and the groom signifies the love relationship and covenant union between the Lord God and his people, Israel. The bride Israel was not always faithful to her spouse the Lord God, but the Lord God remained faithful. The nuptial relationship between the Lord God and the people Israel found its fulfillment in the relationship between Christ and his Bride, the Church. This love relationship will be continued in the eschatological times as the nuptial love between the heavenly Jerusalem, the glorious Church, and the victorious Lamb, the Risen Lord Jesus Christ.
The Pious Disciple, in her relationship with Christ the Eucharistic Master, is his Bride. And because of this intense mystical union, the Pious Disciple wields a great power over him. The power of intercession of the PDDM ministry of prayer is derived from her relationship with Christ, her Spouse. Sweet secrets run between them. Their relationship is up to the highest mystical union and love.

V. ROOTS
Words of Blessed Alberione - Ipsum Audite 1: “You have a fundamental and vital mission, hidden like the roots, but nourishing the trunk, the branches, the flowers, the leaves, and the fruits.”
Roots signify stability, firmness, vitality, presence of life, growth, fruitfulness, blessing … To be eradicated or to be without roots means death, curse, judgment, misfortune, lack of fidelity and endurance. Jesus is the “root and offspring of David”. Christians are rooted and grounded in the love of Christ.
The PDDM are like roots for they are grounded, founded and established in Christ. Their life in Christ is hidden, but animating, producing the vital sap which nourishes the apostolic activity of the Church and makes the Pauline Family flourish. To be roots means to fulfill a life-giving mission of providing nourishment to the whole organism – the great Alberione tree, that is, the Pauline Family.
***
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