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PAULINE SPIRITUALITY AND MISSION ****
BLESSED JAMES ALBERIONE: “I HAD A DREAM”
INTRODUCTION

There is something fascinating and awesome in dreams. Early in the morning – at around 3:00 A.M. on November 14, 2008 (Friday) – I dreamed that my 90-year old mom collapsed in my arms and that I screamed to my elder brother for help. I woke up startled. What was the meaning of the dream? After the Morning Prayer and the Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels in Los Angeles, I asked the Sisters in my community what could have been the meaning of my dream. But no one dared to interpret my dream. We hardly finished breakfast when I received a phone call from my younger brother in Sacramento informing me that my mom in Cebu, Philippines, was seriously ill. She was in the ICU and wanted to see me. I was booked to fly to the Philippines the week after, but I was able to anticipate my flight that very Friday evening. I arrived in Cebu Sunday morning and hurried to see my comatose mom at the ICU. She passed away that very evening. Later my brother informed me that they brought my mom to the hospital on the past Friday at 7:00 P.M., which was the time I was dreaming in Los Angeles. Indeed, there was a message in my dream.

 

In the Book of Daniel, King Nebuchadnezzar has a dream that worries him (cf. Dn 2:31-45). He decrees that an interpreter from his kingdom should tell the details of the dream and explain its meaning. He does not trust any interpreter who cannot tell him the dream. The wise men in his kingdom argue that no human being, only a god, can tell a dream. The king is so angered that he decrees the death of all the royal advisers in Babylon, which includes Daniel and his companions. The four young men pray for deliverance. Their prayer is answered in a nocturnal vision in which God reveals to Daniel the mystery of the king’s dream. Daniel tells King Nebuchadnezzar his dream and gives the interpretation. In the dream, the king sees a huge human-like statue made of various materials that crumbled when it was struck at the feet by a mysterious stone. The symbolism of the destruction is explained as the demise of successive empires, beginning with Babylon. The smashing by the stone not cut by human hands is a sign of the end of the present age and the coming of an indestructible kingdom that the God of heaven is to establish. The heavenly kingdom will never end. In the eyes of faith, the kingdom that is symbolically presented in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 
I. BLESSED ALBERIONE’S REASSURING DREAMS IN 1922-1924
Dreams continue to fascinate us. As we celebrate the Centenary of the Pauline Family Foundation, we remember with joy the person of Blessed James Alberione who dreamt reassuring dreams. In Abundantes Divitiae, n. 26, he narrates that in 1922, while undergoing the strongest pain, he had a dream. The voice in the dream tells him that he would suffer on account of deviations and defections. But the voice assures him that there would be better ones and counsels him to persevere.
We also recall a decisive dream that Blessed Alberione narrates in Abundates Divitiae, n. 151-158. In 1923, the Founder of the Pauline Family was dying of tuberculosis. What would happen to the Institute? He did not want to leave his spiritual sons and daughters orphaned. In this “moment of particular difficulty” the Divine Master appeared to him.
The Divine Master wanted to reassure the Institute, started only a few years previously.
 

In a dream which he had afterwards, he felt he was given an answer. In fact, Jesus Master said: “Do not be afraid. I am with you. From here I will cast light. Be sorry for sins.”
 

The “from here” came from the tabernacle; and with strength as to make him understand that from Him – the Teacher – comes all the light that has to be received.
 

He spoke of it to the Spiritual Director, explaining the light in which the figure of the Divine Master had appeared. He replied: “Be serene. Dream or otherwise, what was said was holy. Make it a practical program of life and of light for yourself and for all the members.”
 

From this he always oriented himself, and he drew all from the Tabernacle.  
Our Founder recovered his health after this dream and would live 47 more years. He attributed great importance to this dream. The words spoken by the Savior become for him a certainty and a plan of life: Nolite temere, ego vobiscum sum – abhinc illuminare volo – Poenitens cor tenete.  This lapidary phrase – translated into different languages – would appear in all the chapels and Pauline churches throughout the world as an inspiration for all and as a program of life for the entire Pauline Family.
In his book James Alberione: Apostle for Our Times, Luigi Rolfo, SSP, narrates our Founder’s third reassuring dream. It happened in 1924 at the beginning of the simultaneous publication of the periodicals Il Giornalino and L’Aspirante, which some critics considered an exaggeration. Blessed Alberione responds benevolently to the critique by narrating a dream in which he saw the Divine Master walking in the middle of a field full of ripened grain and coming toward him. When the Divine Master was near, he pointed to the field of grain, saying “You see that the work to be done is immense.” This was a decisive push for our Founder to initiate the publication of the two periodicals. With this dream, Blessed Alberione received the assurance that he was not overextending, but simply responding to the urgent call of Jesus the Divine Master, the Lord of the harvest.
II. BLESSED ALBERIONE’S MARIAN DREAM
Blessed Alberione also had a “Marian dream”. In Abundantes Divitiae, n. 201, he narrates: “In one of his dreams he asked Mary what the Pauline Family could do now in homage, and what homage she expected from Christendom in this period of history. Mary was encircled by gold and white light, as the one full of grace. He heard: I am the Mother of divine grace. This responds to the present day needs of poor humanity. It will help to make better known the role that Mary is now filling in heaven as the Universal Mediatrix of Grace.”
This detail helps me to find greater meaning in the Rosary, one of the most important acts of piety of the Pauline Family. When we pray “Hail Mary, full of grace …” we testify that Mary, the Mother of God, is also the Mother of divine grace and that the saving grace won for us by her Son Jesus is channeled to us through her maternal intercession. When I was assigned at the PDDM General House in the ‘80s, as I was leading the community prayer one day, I was gently reminded by Mother General Madre Maria Tecla Molino to take care not to omit the Preventive Examination of Conscience in the morning, after which we pray the invocation, “Mother of divine grace … Pray for us!” Indeed, as we go through our daily life, we – as members of the Pauline Family - feel the need to turn to Mary, who is full of grace. In our poverty and weakness and in our apostolic challenges, Mary is exceedingly willing to help us for she is the “Mother of divine grace”.
III. BLESSED ALBERIONE’S CHARISMATIC DREAM AT THE CATHEDRAL OF ALBA
Our dear Founder did not just have nocturnal dreams, but also a “day dream”, or better, a “prophetic vision” or a “charismatic dream”. When I went to the California State Fair in Sacramento in July last year, I had a wonderful time at the Freedom Booth watching the replay of Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech in Washington D.C. fifty years ago. The great freedom activist exclaimed: “And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream … I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: All men are created equal. I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.”
Indeed, at the cathedral of Alba at the turn of the 20th century, the sixteen-year-old seminarian James Alberione had a “dream”: that the new century might be born in the Eucharistic Christ … that new apostles would reform all aspects of life … that the new means of apostolate would be used well.” The Pauline Family today is a realization of that “dream”. We are the new apostles of evangelization. The Pauline members spread the Gospel to all sectors using all means and the most efficacious means: Eucharistic adoration, prayer and suffering, pastoral-liturgical catechesis, mass media and digital media, personal witnessing, holiness of life, etc.
CONCLUSION
When I was a young Sister, I was deeply inspired not only by the blooming tropical garden at the Divine Master Convent in Antipolo (Philippines), but even more so by the confession by our Founder that “he had a dream”. I composed a song entitled “Blossoms of a Dream”, which has a simple melody and text that come from the heart. It is a tribute to Blessed James Alberione, the “dreamer”, and a modest effort to express the beauty of our Eucharistic centered PDMM vocation.

“Blossoms of a Dream”

Blossoms of a dream …

Sisters with a song …

Blossoms cherished by the Lord …

Sisters of the Sacred Host …

Blossoms moist with grace of God …

Dreamers warmed by fire of love …

We are the blossoms of God!

Our beloved Founder is a “dreamer”. We, too, his spiritual sons and daughters are capable of dreaming “dreams”. With Blessed Alberione, we dream “dreams” and work to make our “charismatic dream” a reality. As members of the Pauline Family we have a “prophetic vision” of tomorrow when all will be restored in the Eucharistic and Cosmic Christ to the glory of God the Father.
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